
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
LEARNING FOCUS, STANDARDS AND PROGRESSION POINTS

LEVEL 5
LEARNING FOCUS: 

SCRIPTURE AND JESUS

Jesus, the living Word of God, is the heart of the Christian life and the one on whom all teaching is based.  Through a reflection upon the meaning of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, students can explore the profound significance of Jesus for their lives. Students will examine and investigate the breadth and wisdom of the Scriptures and its significance for the lives of the believing community and for themselves.  They will develop enhanced skills in the use of the Scriptures and find in them the story of God’s revelation to the People of God, brought to fulfilment in Jesus Christ.  
CHURCH AND COMMUNITY
The Church as the People of God is united to the person of Jesus Christ nourished by the word of God and called to be active in the proclamation of the reign of God in the lives of people today. Through an exploration of the nature, mission, historical events and personalities of the Church students will come to an understanding of the rich living Tradition of the Christian faith as it is expressed in the Catholic Church. 
GOD, RELIGION AND LIFE
Human beings live within diverse religious and cultural communities and are confronted with choices in life, including the important choice between good and evil. Belonging to a religious tradition assists in the development of appropriate choices and Christians recognise the importance of Jesus in Word and sacrament as a guide to good decisions. Students will explore rituals and practices of Christian communities as well as  the ancient and traditional religious expressions of spirituality of the indigenous Australians. 
PRAYER, LITURGY AND THE SACRAMENTS
Through the celebration of prayer, sacrament and liturgy, and particularly the Eucharist, Jesus Christ is made present to the Christian community to give them life, to heal them and to form them as a people. Christians can discover and express most clearly who they are and who they are called to be as they enter into these celebrations. Students will explore prayer, sacraments and liturgy  and how they build and express the life of the Christian community.
MORALITY AND JUSTICE
The Christian community is called to discipleship which requires that it continues to create a world where we live together justly and where the dignity of the human person is central. The social and moral teaching of the Church calls the community to go out to the world and transform it with the love of God and to establish the common good. Students will explore Jesus call to the original disciples and the Churches ongoing call for individual Christians to live a moral and just life.
PROGRESSING TOWARDS LEVEL 5: 
	CS1 – Scripture and Jesus

CS2 – Church and Community

CS3 – God, Religion and Life

CS4 – Prayer, Liturgy and Sacraments

CS5 – Morality and Justice
	KNOWLEDGE AND UNDERSTANDING


Progression Point 4.25



Progression Point 4.50



Progression Point 4.75



	At 4.25, the work of a student progressing towards the standard at Level 5 demonstrates a knowledge and understanding of, for example:
· (CS1) the structure and authorship of the Old and New Testament (oral and written tradition) identifying different literary forms and their purpose e.g. myth, proverbs, poetry, parable.
· (CS2) the nature, tradition, history and principle aims of their school and/or parish community.
· (CS2) the events surrounding the foundation of the early Christian communities, for example, the resurrection of Jesus, Pentecost etc.*
· (CS3) the creation stories including the Genesis creation accounts. 
· (CS3) “ways of being Catholic” in our world, city and our school.*
· (CS4) the purpose of some key prayers of the Catholic and local school community.
· (CS4) the distinctive characteristics and liturgical colours of the seasons of the Church.
· (CS5) incidents from the Gospel which exemplify the qualities of Jesus.* 
· (CS5) Christian ideals and ways in which individuals can live them.
	At 4.50 the work of a student progressing towards the standard at Level 5 demonstrates a knowledge and understanding of, for example:
· (CS 1) key stories from Old and New Testaments, identifying their importance in our understanding of Jesus, and the history of the people of God.
· (CS2) the variety of ministries and roles in the Church and the local parish.
· (CS2) the mission, journeys and influence of St. Paul on the early church.*
· (CS3) the passages of scripture that reveal God as creator of all things, and our responsibility as stewards.
· (CS3) the different rituals, celebrations and practices within Catholic tradition.*
· (CS4) the nature and variety of prayer within the Church.
· (CS4) the elements of the Eucharistic Celebration,  and their function.*
· (CS5) ways in which the lives and actions of people who met Jesus were changed.* 
· (CS5) the steps in a Catholic moral decision making process.
	At 4.75 the work of a student progressing towards the standard at Level 5 demonstrates a knowledge and understanding of, for example:
· (CS1) the person of Jesus, e.g. how he is represented in Biblical texts, how his message is conveyed, and his Jewish background.
· (CS2) the ways an individual or group show commitment to ministry.
· (CS2) the significant developments in the foundation of the early church, e.g. split from Judaic tradition, councils, heresies, rise of Constantine.
· (CS3) the ways in which positive and destructive actions affect God’s continuing creation.
· (CS3) different faith and cultural dimensions within Catholicism, e.g. Eastern Rites - Maronite, Ukrainian; Anglo Celtic, Asian. 
· (CS4) the different uses and times of a variety of prayer.
· (CS4) how the celebration of the Sacraments of Initiation are central to the life of the Church and to each individual involved.
· (CS5) the importance of parables and teachings Jesus used to provide a model for living.
· (CS5) case studies of individuals or groups demonstrating Christian discipleship. 


* Indicates that this progression point is related to a Year Eight Unit of work.

PROGRESSING TOWARDS LEVEL 5: 
	CS1 – Scripture and Jesus

CS2 – Church and Community

CS3 – God, Religion and Life

CS4 – Prayer, Liturgy and Sacraments

CS5 – Morality and Justice
	REASONING AND RESPONDING


Progression Point 4.25



Progression Point 4.50


Progression Point 4.75
	At 4.25, the work of a student progressing towards the standard at Level 5 demonstrates skills in reasoning and responding by, for example:
· (CS1) explaining the style and purpose of selected books of the Old and New Testament.
· (CS2) identifying key roles within the school and church community.
· (CS2) identifying personal qualities which were exhibited by the early Christians.*
· (CS3) identifying ways that the Church and individuals participate in God’s creation through spiritual, creative, scientific and technological developments.
· (CS3) identifying different rites in the Catholic Church community.*
· (CS4) locating Scripture references for the source of traditional Catholic prayers.
· (CS4) classifying components of the Liturgical year.
· (CS5) articulating those qualities of Jesus which are an example for Christian living.*
· (CS5) locating and explaining Scripture passages which provide examples of Christian teachings and ideals.
	At 4.50 the work of a student progressing towards the standard at Level 5 demonstrates skills in reasoning and responding by, for example:
· (CS1) identifying key themes, people and events in selected stories from the Old and New Testament.
· (CS2) compiling information about individuals and their qualities who contribute to the life and ministry of the school and local Church. 
· (CS2) researching and recording the lives of significant members of the early Church.*
· (CS3) demonstrating an understanding the relationship between God, creation and community.
· (CS3) investigating different Catholic Churches represented in the Melbourne Archdiocese, e.g. Roman, Eastern.*
· (CS4) compiling data on a variety of Catholic prayer forms and the significance of particular prayers for individual communities.
· (CS4) categorising the symbols and ritual structure of the Sacraments of Initiation.
· (CS5) identifying people in contemporary society who could be compared with people in the Gospel.* 
· (CS5) applying a Catholic moral decision making process to relevant issues.

	At 4.75 the work of a student progressing towards the standard at Level 5 demonstrates skills in reasoning and responding by, for example:
· (CS1) classifying and analysing of some aspects of the geography, customs and social groups at the time of Jesus. 
· (CS2) analysing situations and roles where people offer different services to the Church. 
· (CS2) examining how the Holy Spirit was believed to guide significant developments in the early church.
· (CS3) analysing case studies which identify the elements of good and evil in personal and group experiences. 
· (CS3) analysing the different rites of the Catholic Church using appropriate religious terminology.
· (CS4) examining how fully initiated persons can become involved in the prayer and sacramental life of the Church.
· (CS4) constructing arguments for the benefits of attending Mass.
· (CS5) naming and re-casting some of Jesus’ parables in contemporary settings and demonstrating how these represent a source of guidance for moral choices.
· (CS5) researching and reporting on the actions of individuals or groups working in service for others.


* Indicates that this progression point is related to a Year Eight Unit of work.

PROGRESSING TOWARDS LEVEL 5:

	CS1 – Scripture and Jesus

CS2 – Church and Community

CS3 – God, Religion and Life

CS4 – Prayer, Liturgy and Sacraments

CS5 – Morality and Justice
	PERSONAL AND COMMUNAL ENGAGEMENT


Progression Point 4.25



Progression Point 4.50


    Progression Point 4.75

	At 4.25, the work of a student progressing towards the standard at Level 5 demonstrates personal and communal engagement by, for example:

· (CS1) identifying a variety of scripture stories that relate to their life experiences and/or the experiences of others. 

· (CS2) discussing how the special tradition, nature and purpose of their school contributes to a sense of communal belonging and ways in which students can be involved.
· (CS3) commenting on ways in which God’s goodness and action can be revealed in the world. 
· (CS4) identificating how prayer and/or liturgical celebrations enhance and nurture the faith life of individuals and/or the community.
· (CS5) articulating their personal position on Christian values, and identifying how these influence them when they make important decisions.
	At 4.50 the work of a student progressing towards the standard at Level 5 demonstrates personal and communal engagement by, for example:

· (CS1) using a variety of Scriptural stories to demonstrate how the message is relevant for today, e.g. through a creative piece, dramatic performance, music, story.
· (CS2) recognising how students can contribute to the larger community.

· (CS3) investigating how being Christian leads to being stewards of the earth, and consider the moral implications of their actions. 

· (CS4) commenting on the value of participation in prayer and the sacraments at various times in the liturgical year.
· (CS5) analysing how Jesus is the model for Christian living and how this guides people’s decisions and actions. 

	At 4.75 the work of a student progressing towards the standard at Level 5 demonstrates personal and communal engagement by, for example:

· (CS1) comparing key figures and groups in Jewish history with key leaders and groups in today’s society. 

· (CS2) explaining the reasons why people contribute to the life of the church.

· (CS3) proposing practical means in which young people can pursue good in the world. 

· (CS4) determining ways that students can be involved in the prayer and sacramental life of the church.
· (CS5) analysing the significance of the teachings of Jesus and how they inform Catholic moral teaching. 




LEVEL 5 STANDARDS: 
Knowledge and Understanding: At Level 5
· (CS1) Students develop an understanding of the nature of Scripture and its portrayal of the story of Jesus and of the people of God. 

· (CS2) They describe the establishment and mission of church communities including the early church and their own school and/or parish community. 

· (CS3) Students demonstrate an understanding of God’s presence in the Church, Scripture, creation and in lived experience. 

· (CS4) They explain the nature of sacraments, liturgy and expression of prayer in the Catholic tradition. 

· (CS5) Students demonstrate an understanding of the life of Jesus and Catholic moral teaching as a basis for making decisions and living justly.
Reasoning and Responding: At Level 5
· (CS1) Students locate and interact with selected themes, people and events in the Old and New Testaments. 

· (CS2) They recognise and evaluate the variety of ways that individuals and groups contribute to the life of the church and community. 

· (CS2) Students evaluate the commitment and vision of the men and women in the early Christian communities

· (CS3) They articulate how God can be found and expressed in the world and in human experience. 

· (CS4) Students analyse the Sacraments of Initiation, and prepare and classify a variety of prayers for appropriate use. 
· (CS5) They explore and evaluate the reliability of various sources as a guide for moral choices.
Personal and Communal engagement: At Level 5
· (CS1) Students explain how the messages and characters of the Bible have the potential to influence their life and/or the lives of others.  

· CS2) They identify reasons why faith inspires people to contribute to the mission of the Church. 

· (CS3) Students recognise various ways individuals come to know and respond to God’s presence in the world. 

· (CS4) They illustrate the ways in which prayer, liturgy and sacraments support the faith life of the community. 

· (CS5) Students explain the relationship between Catholic moral teaching and the decisions and actions of themselves and/or others.
* Indicates that this progression point is related to a Year Eight Unit of work.


