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Year 7 Unit 1b: 
Key People and Stories in the 

Old Testament

Standards
By the end of this unit it is intended that students:
• identify with the experience of people and events of the Old Testament

• describe major themes, people and events of the Hebrew story

• communicate an overview of the themes, people and events of the Old Testament.

Indicators of Learning

Spiritual Refl ection for Teachers
The idea of going on a journey can bring to mind a range of responses and emotions. Before 
commencing this unit it can be useful to take some time to remember the journeys, large and small, 
that are part of your life experience.

The Old Testament contains stories of journeys. This unit examines stories of enslavement and 
freedom, and of the search for meaning in the calm and in the chaos of life. Like us, as we ponder 
the mysteries of the modern world and of our own life journeys, the people of Israel asked, ‘Where 
is God in this story?’

Values and Attitudes

comment on the importance of 
promises and loyalty in their own 
lives

discuss the many forms of 
enslavement, freedom, searching 
and homelessness in people’s lives

recognise Israel’s concept of God 
as the only true leader of his 
people

discuss the theme of exile and 
return, and its relevance to 
personal relationships with God 
and with others

choose psalms and proverbs 
which contain a relevant message 
for the contemporary world

Knowledge

outline the foundational stories of 
the people of Israel

relate the stories of the exodus 
from Egypt and settlement in 
Canaan

recall stories of the Jewish 
kingdom, both as a unifi ed nation 
and as the northern and southern 
provinces

understand the exile from 
Jerusalem, and the return and 
rebuilding of the city 

outline the different types of 
books contained in the Wisdom 
section of the Scriptures

Skills

read and summarise stories in 
Genesis about promises, 
covenants, agreements and loyalty

become familiar with terminology 
relating to the Old Testament, e.g. 
Exodus, Exile, Pentateuch, 
Covenant

design profi les of the different 
types of leader in the Old 
Testament

gather information relating to the 
historical, social and geographical 
background of the people of Israel

locate Scripture passages within 
the different types of material in 
the books of Wisdom, e.g. poetry, 
proverbs, narrative
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It is intended that students will be able to:
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Links with Students’ Life Experience
Personal and family journeys
• Many of our students have family members who left their homeland to go on a journey; this 

might be the basis for approaching several of the scriptural themes.

• Cross links between the people of the Scriptures and modern men and women can bring out 
common human experiences throughout history.

• The type of written language used in the Old Testament springs out of an oral culture 
(repetition of key phrases, two-dimensional characterisation) rather than a written and visual 
culture such as our own.

• The Scriptures give the key elements of the story; in dramatic terms, they provide a script 
outline rather than the play itself. In ancient societies the storytellers embroidered these 
elements with actions, dramatic characterisations, added-on details, etc. Students can explore 
their stories by examining similar elements.

The Church’s Teaching and Lived Tradition
Bond between Jews and Christians
• One of the most remarkable developments in the Church’s teachings during the past twenty-

fi ve years has been that an understanding of Judaism is essential to an understanding of the 
Christian identity, and to Christian faith. Jews are spiritual kin to Christians; there is a spiritual 
and historical bond between Christians and Jews which does not exist in quite the same way 
between Christianity and any other religion.

• The Church has made strong statements since 1965 on the links between the two groups, and on 
the duty of Christians to address the problem of anti-Semitism, which is opposed to the spirit of 
Christianity.

• The Church urges teachers to provide information on Jews and Judaism which is accurate and 
objective, and will lead to an appreciation of the wisdom contained in Judaism.

Catechism of the Catholic Church
The Old Testament is the Word of God for Christians
In preparation for the teaching of this unit the following references are recommended:

Part One: The Profession of Faith

Section One: ‘I Believe’—‘We Believe’

115–119 The different ways in which the Scriptures can be read, e.g. literal, spiritual, 
allegorical, etc.

121–123 Old Testament
121 The Old Testament is an indispensable part of Sacred Scripture. Its books are divinely inspired 

and retain a permanent value, for the Old Covenant has never been revoked.

123 Christians venerate the Old Testament as the true Word of God. The Church has always 
vigorously opposed the idea of rejecting the Old Testament under the pretext that the New has 
rendered it void.

135 The Sacred Scriptures contain the Word of God, and because they are inspired they are truly the 
Word of God.
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Explantion of Scripture used in this unit
• At all possible times, teachers and students explore the Scriptures themselves rather than 

condensed versions of the stories in secondary sources.

• Teachers must gauge the depth of knowledge of their students before commencing the unit: 
students may not have a basic knowledge of the stories from Genesis and Exodus, e.g. Adam 
and Eve, Moses, Abraham.

• If, however, students are already familiar with the more popular stories, teachers may wish to 
explore the lesser known stories and books, e.g. Jonah, Sirach, Judith, Deborah, Hannah and 
Samuel, Solomon, etc. as well as those traditionally popular.

• In many cases students have no experience of reading the whole of a particular scriptural story 
from beginning to end, therefore this strategy is to be recommended where feasible.

Genesis 3  The Garden of Eden  (Indicator 1)

This chapter describes the human condition, and tries to come to terms with questions such as why we die, 
why we suffer, why we work hard or why women have pain in childbirth. Genesis 3 is a description of the 
maturing process that we all go through. Moving from naked, unaware innocence as small children, through a 
developing sense of good and evil or conscience, we come to mature adulthood, where we are responsible for 
the decisions we make and the actions we take. The apparent punishments in the story are a description of 
how life is for the human person. This is an account of human free will, the gift of choice God has given us, 
and the way humans exercise their freedom. Eating the fruit meant disobeying God and accepting the 
consequences as a mature adult. The wonderful question God asks of the humans, ‘Where are you?’ (3:9), 
echoes gently down through the centuries, asking where people are now in their process of growth and 
development. Surely God knows where we are. But this kindly question is a metaphor that alerts us to our 
own freedom to develop as individual persons.

Exodus 1–14  The Exodus  (Indicator 2)

The Book of Exodus is the second book of the Bible and the second book of the Torah (Law) or Pentateuch (5 
books). The Torah or Pentateuch is made up of fi ve books: Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and 
Deuteronomy. It was composed over a long period of time from sources both written and oral. As the title of 
Exodus suggests, the Book recounts the story of the Israelites’ escape from slavery in Egypt to freedom, and 
their homeland in Canaan. The Exodus theme permeates the rest of the Bible. The ideas of freedom, coming 
home, being chosen by God and covenant are all linked to the Exodus. The fi rst fourteen chapters tell of the 
birth of Moses (1–2), and his marriage and call by God to liberate the people (2–6). A struggle follows between 
God and the Pharaoh (7–12), culminating in the fi rst Passover meal (12) and the crossing of the Red Sea by the 
Israelites to relative freedom in the desert (12–13). It is an epic narrative in which God and Moses are the 
major characters and certainly the heroes. It is written to show the greatness of God and how God loves the 
people. The stories of the plagues can be distressing because the innocent apparently suffer as well. So it is 
important to indicate that the plagues are presented as a struggle between God and Pharaoh who was 
regarded as divine. Two great rulers are in combat. God eventually wins and continues to care for and love 
the Israelite people through their sojourn in the desert.

Jeremiah 29:4–14  Letter to the Exiles  (Indicator 4)

Jeremiah, the prophet, lived in the 7th and 6th centuries BC at the time of one of Israel’s greatest catastrophes 
– the Babylonian exile, when the Temple and Jerusalem were destroyed by the Babylonians and many of the 
people of Judah were taken into exile in Babylon. What we have in this text is his letter to those exiles in 
Babylon. The absolute worst has happened to them, and now Jeremiah wisely advises them to build houses 
and settle down in the land of their enemies, and make a life for themselves. He even suggests that they work 
for the good of Babylon and pray for it. This is a remarkable letter considering the circumstances. Jeremiah 
encourages them, despite their feelings of hopelessness, to face their hardships and settle in this new and 
foreign land. ‘I know the plans I have in mind for you – it is the Lord who speaks – plans for peace, not 
disaster, reserving a future full of hope for you’ (29:11). Exile is a signifi cant biblical theme and a historical 
event in the story of Israel.



Coming to Know, Worship and Love 30 Units of Work – Year 7

In
di

ca
to

rs
 o

f L
ea

rn
in

g
(i

nc
or

po
ra

ti
ng

 V
al

ue
s, 

K
no

w
le

dg
e 

an
d 

Sk
ill

s)

1. It
 is

 in
te

nd
ed

 t
ha

t 
st

ud
en

ts
 

w
ill

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

V
 c

om
m

en
t 

on
 t

he
 

im
po

rt
an

ce
 o

f p
ro

m
is

es
 

an
d 

lo
ya

lty
 in

 t
he

ir
 o

w
n 

liv
es

K
 o

ut
lin

e 
th

e 
fo

un
da

tio
na

l 
st

or
ie

s 
of

 t
he

 p
eo

pl
e 

of
 

Is
ra

el

S 
re

ad
 a

nd
 s

um
m

ar
is

e 
st

or
ie

s 
in

 G
en

es
is

 a
bo

ut
 p

ro
m

is
es

, 
co

ve
na

nt
s, 

ag
re

em
en

ts
 a

nd
 

lo
ya

lty
.

E
ss

en
ti

al
 R

ea
di

ng
 fo

r T
ea

ch
er

s

Ea
ch

 s
tu

de
nt

 m
us

t 
ha

ve
 a

 c
op

y 
of

 t
he

 S
cr

ip
tu

re
s 

fo
r 

th
is

 u
ni

t.
• 

W
hi

le
 u

lti
m

at
el

y 
w

e 
se

ek
 a

 c
ur

re
nt

 C
hr

is
tia

n 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

in
g 

of
 t

he
 O

ld
 T

es
ta

m
en

t, 
th

es
e 

Sc
ri

pt
ur

es
 h

av
e 

th
ei

r 
ow

n 
co

nt
en

t, 
th

ei
r 

ow
n 

co
nt

ex
t 

an
d 

th
ei

r 
ow

n 
in

te
gr

ity
.  

C
hr

is
tia

ns
 o

fte
n 

re
ad

 t
he

 O
ld

 T
es

ta
m

en
t 

in
 t

er
m

s 
of

 it
s 

pr
efi

 g
ur

at
io

n 
of

 t
he

 N
ew

 T
es

ta
m

en
t. 

 W
hi

le
 t

hi
s 

is
 o

f c
ou

rs
e 

va
lid

, 
th

es
e 

Sc
ri

pt
ur

es
 h

av
e 

an
 in

de
pe

nd
en

t 
de

ve
lo

pm
en

t 
an

d 
pe

rm
an

en
t 

va
lid

ity
 w

hi
ch

 m
us

t 
be

 r
es

pe
ct

ed
. 

T
he

 n
am

e 
‘O

ld
 T

es
ta

m
en

t’ 
do

es
 n

ot
 m

ea
n 

th
ey

 h
av

e 
be

en
 s

up
er

se
de

d 
or

 b
ec

om
e 

ou
td

at
ed

 –
 s

ee
 

<w
w

w
.c

cj
au

st
ra

lia
.o

rg
>.

(R
ef

er
 t

o 
R

es
ou

rc
es

 p
ag

e.
)

• 
Je

su
s 

kn
ew

 a
nd

 r
ea

d 
th

es
e 

Sc
ri

pt
ur

es
.  T

he
y 

fo
rm

ed
 

hi
m

 a
nd

 w
er

e 
in

te
gr

al
 t

o 
hi

s 
te

ac
hi

ng
.

• 
T

he
 O

ld
 T

es
ta

m
en

t 
co

ns
is

ts
 o

f:
– 

46
 b

oo
ks

 w
hi

ch
 w

er
e 

w
ri

tt
en

 d
ow

n 
an

d 
ed

ite
d 

be
tw

ee
n 

90
0B

C
 a

nd
 5

0A
D

 (
se

e 
Ca

te
ch

ism
 o

f t
he

 
Ca

th
ol

ic 
Ch

ur
ch

, n
. 1

20
, f

or
 t

he
 C

at
ho

lic
 c

an
on

).

Su
gg

es
te

d 
Le

ar
ni

ng
/T

ea
ch

in
g 

St
ra

te
gi

es
 

• 
K

W
L 

p. 
41

:  
R

ea
d 

an
d 

di
sc

us
s 

M
ar

is
a’s

 S
to

ry
. 

In
ve

st
ig

at
e 

he
r 

fa
m

ily
’s 

jo
ur

ne
y. 

• 
St

ud
en

ts
 v

ie
w

 a
 m

od
er

n 
m

ap
 o

f t
he

 M
id

dl
e 

Ea
st

 
sh

ow
in

g 
th

e 
T

ig
ri

s 
an

d 
Eu

ph
ra

te
s 

R
iv

er
s, 

Le
ba

no
n,

 
Is

ra
el

 a
nd

 E
gy

pt
.  

St
ud

en
ts

 m
ar

k 
th

e 
jo

ur
ne

y 
of

 
A

br
ah

am
 fr

om
 U

r 
to

 H
ar

an
 a

nd
 s

ou
th

-w
es

t 
to

 
m

od
er

n 
Is

ra
el

.  
C

om
pa

re
 t

hi
s 

to
 ‘T

he
 W

or
ld

 o
f t

he
 

O
ld

 T
es

ta
m

en
t’ 

(K
W

L 
p. 

15
).

• 
D

is
cu

ss
io

n:
  U

si
ng

 t
he

 fo
llo

w
in

g 
fo

cu
s 

qu
es

tio
ns

 
de

fi n
e 

th
e 

co
nc

ep
ts

 o
f ‘

pr
om

is
e/

lo
ya

lty
’, 

‘a
gr

ee
m

en
ts

/c
ov

en
an

t’.
– 

W
ha

t 
is

 a
 p

ro
m

is
e?

– 
H

ow
 im

po
rt

an
t 

ar
e 

pr
om

is
es

 t
ha

t 
w

e 
m

ak
e?

– 
W

ha
t 

ha
pp

en
s 

if 
yo

u 
br

ea
k 

a 
pr

om
is

e?
 (

cf
. 

G
en

es
is

 3
)

– 
W

ho
 d

oe
s 

th
is

 e
ffe

ct
?

• 
Li

st
 t

he
 p

ro
m

is
es

 m
ad

e 
in

 G
en

es
is

 9
, G

en
es

is
 1

2:
1–

2,
 G

en
es

is
 1

7:
16

, G
en

es
is

 2
6:

4.
 

• 
R

ea
d 

K
W

L 
p. 

46
–4

7:
 ‘T

he
 S

to
ry

 o
f J

os
ep

h’
. 

C
om

pl
et

e 
th

e 
ac

tiv
ity

 a
t 

en
d 

of
 u

ni
t.

Po
ss

ib
le

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t

St
ud

en
t 

Se
lf-

re
fl e

ct
io

n
C

om
pl

et
io

n 
an

d 
pr

es
en

ta
tio

n 
of

 
th

ei
r 

fa
m

ily
’s 

jo
ur

ne
y.

Pe
er

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t

M
ar

k 
ea

ch
 o

th
er

’s 
cl

oz
e 

pa
ss

ag
e 

or
 d

ic
to

gl
os

s.

In
fo

rm
al

 T
ea

ch
er

 
A

ss
es

sm
en

t
Te

ac
he

r 
ob

se
rv

es
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

as
 

th
ey

 m
ar

k 
th

e 
jo

ur
ne

y 
of

 
A

br
ah

am
 a

nd
 a

sk
s 

a 
se

ri
es

 o
f 

qu
es

tio
ns

 o
n 

th
e 

co
nc

ep
ts

 o
f 

pr
om

is
e/

lo
ya

lty
.

Te
ac

he
r A

ss
es

sm
en

t
O

bs
er

va
tio

n 
an

d 
en

qu
ir

in
g 

of
 

in
di

vi
du

al
 s

tu
de

nt
s 

as
 t

he
y 

re
ad

 
ce

rt
ai

n 
Bi

bl
e 

re
fe

re
nc

es
 a

nd
  

Ye
ar

 7
 U

ni
t 

1b
: K

ey
 P

eo
pl

e 
an

d 
St

or
ie

s 
in

 t
he

 O
ld

 T
es

ta
m

en
t

ST
A

N
D

A
R

D
S

By
 th

e 
en

d 
of

 th
is

 u
ni

t i
t i

s 
in

te
nd

ed
 th

at
 s

tu
de

nt
s:

• 
id

en
tif

y 
w

ith
 th

e 
ex

pe
ri

en
ce

 o
f p

eo
pl

e 
an

d 
ev

en
ts

 o
f t

he
 O

ld
 T

es
ta

m
en

t

• 
de

sc
ri

be
 m

aj
or

 th
em

es
, p

eo
pl

e 
an

d 
ev

en
ts

 o
f t

he
 H

eb
re

w
 s

to
ry

• 
co

m
m

un
ic

at
e 

an
 o

ve
rv

ie
w

 o
f t

he
 th

em
es

, p
eo

pl
e 

an
d 

ev
en

ts
 o

f t
he

 O
ld

 T
es

ta
m

en
t.



Unit 1b:  Key People and Stories in the Old Testament 31 A Religious Education Curriculum Framework

2. It
 is

 in
te

nd
ed

 t
ha

t 
st

ud
en

ts
 

w
ill

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

V
 d

is
cu

ss
 t

he
 m

an
y 

fo
rm

s 
of

 
en

sl
av

em
en

t, 
fr

ee
do

m
, 

se
ar

ch
in

g 
an

d 
ho

m
el

es
sn

es
s 

in
 p

eo
pl

e’
s 

liv
es

K
 r

el
at

e 
th

e 
st

or
ie

s 
of

 t
he

 
ex

od
us

 fr
om

 E
gy

pt
 a

nd
 

se
tt

le
m

en
t 

in
 C

an
aa

n

S 
be

co
m

e 
fa

m
ili

ar
 w

ith
 

te
rm

in
ol

og
y 

re
la

tin
g 

to
 t

he
 

O
ld

 T
es

ta
m

en
t, 

e.
g. 

Ex
od

us
, 

ex
ile

, P
en

ta
te

uc
h,

 C
ov

en
an

t.

– 
th

e 
H

eb
re

w
 S

cr
ip

tu
re

s 
ar

e 
ge

ne
ra

lly
 a

rr
an

ge
d 

in
to

 t
he

 T
or

ah
 (

or
 P

en
ta

te
uc

h)
, t

he
 H

is
to

ri
ca

l 
bo

ok
s, 

th
e 

Pr
op

he
tic

 b
oo

ks
 a

nd
 t

he
 W

is
do

m
 

bo
ok

s.
– 

th
es

e 
Sc

ri
pt

ur
es

 d
ev

el
op

ed
 o

ve
r 

a 
lo

ng
 p

er
io

d 
of

 
tim

e 
in

 t
he

 fo
rm

 o
f a

n 
or

al
 t

ra
di

tio
n 

w
hi

ch
 w

as
 

pa
ss

ed
 fr

om
 o

ne
 g

en
er

at
io

n 
to

 t
he

 n
ex

t.
• 

T
he

 H
eb

re
w

 S
cr

ip
tu

re
s 

ar
e 

a 
lib

ra
ry

 o
f d

iff
er

en
t 

ty
pe

s 
of

 b
oo

ks
 w

hi
ch

 g
iv

e:
– 

a 
re

lig
io

us
 in

te
rp

re
ta

tio
n 

of
 t

he
 e

ve
nt

s 
in

 t
he

 
Je

w
is

h 
st

or
y

– 
a 

re
co

rd
 o

f I
sr

ae
l’s

 e
nc

ou
nt

er
 w

ith
 G

od
– 

a 
bl

ue
pr

in
t 

fo
r 

th
e 

Je
w

is
h 

w
ay

 o
f l

ife
.

• 
A

s 
w

el
l a

s 
th

e 
st

or
ie

s, 
th

er
e 

ar
e 

a 
nu

m
be

r 
of

 t
he

m
es

 
w

hi
ch

 c
an

 b
e 

st
ud

ie
d,

 in
cl

ud
in

g: 
sl

av
er

y, 
de

liv
er

an
ce

, 
ex

od
us

 a
nd

 fr
ee

do
m

; d
es

er
t, 

w
ild

er
ne

ss
, t

he
 la

nd
, 

co
ve

na
nt

; r
el

at
io

ns
hi

p, 
la

w
; t

he
 k

in
gs

hi
p 

of
 G

od
; 

fi d
el

ity
 a

nd
 fa

ith
; m

es
si

an
ic

 e
xp

ec
ta

tio
ns

; a
 p

eo
pl

e 
ch

os
en

 b
y 

G
od

.

B
eg

in
ni

ng
s

• 
T

he
 fi 

rs
t 

ch
ap

te
rs

 o
f G

en
es

is
, w

hi
le

 n
ot

 h
is

to
ri

ca
l o

r 
sc

ie
nt

ifi 
c 

w
ri

tin
g 

in
 t

he
 m

od
er

n 
se

ns
e,

 n
on

et
he

le
ss

 
de

sc
ri

be
 r

ea
l e

ve
nt

s, 
w

ri
tt

en
 in

 a
 s

ty
le

 s
ui

te
d 

to
 t

he
 

pe
op

le
 o

f t
he

 t
im

e.
  T

he
 Je

w
is

h 
pe

op
le

 s
ee

 in
 t

he
se

 
na

rr
at

iv
es

 t
he

 r
el

at
io

ns
hi

p 
be

tw
ee

n 
th

e 
C

re
at

or
 a

nd
 

al
l c

re
at

io
n.

• 
A

s 
su

ch
, t

he
y 

at
te

m
pt

 to
 a

ns
w

er
 th

e 
ba

sic
 r

el
ig

io
us

 
qu

es
tio

ns
 a

sk
ed

 b
y 

al
l h

um
an

 s
oc

ie
tie

s: 
 H

ow
 d

id
 w

e 
co

m
e 

in
to

 b
ei

ng
?  

C
an

 a
 r

el
at

io
ns

hi
p 

be
tw

ee
n 

G
od

 
an

d 
pe

op
le

 e
xi

st
?  

W
ha

t e
ffe

ct
 d

o 
ou

r 
ac

tio
ns

 h
av

e 
on

 o
ur

 r
el

at
io

ns
hi

p 
w

ith
 G

od
, a

nd
 o

n 
hu

m
an

 s
oc

ie
ty

?
• 

T
he

 G
en

es
is

 s
to

ri
es

 a
re

 n
ot

 a
bo

ut
 t

he
 p

as
t, 

bu
t 

ab
ou

t 
th

e 
pe

re
nn

ia
l p

re
se

nt
 –

 t
he

 p
re

se
nt

 t
ha

t 
is

 
al

w
ay

s 
w

ith
 u

s.

• 
R

ea
d 

so
m

e 
of

 t
he

 le
ss

er
 k

no
w

n 
be

gi
nn

in
g 

st
or

ie
s 

of
 

th
e 

H
eb

re
w

 p
eo

pl
e.

  T
ea

ch
er

 c
an

 t
he

n 
do

 a
 

di
ct

og
lo

ss
 e

xe
rc

is
e 

or
 c

lo
ze

 p
as

sa
ge

 w
ith

 s
tu

de
nt

s:

Be
gi

nn
in

g 
St

or
ie

s
G

en
es

is
 1

1:
 

T
he

 b
eg

in
ni

ng
 o

f l
an

gu
ag

es
G

en
es

is
 2

4:
 

T
he

 m
ar

ri
ag

e 
of

 Is
aa

c 
&

 R
eb

ek
ah

G
en

es
is

 2
7:

 
Ja

co
b 

an
d 

R
eb

ek
ah

 t
ri

ck
 E

sa
u

G
en

es
is

 3
8:

 
Ju

da
h 

an
d 

Ta
m

ar
• 

K
W

L 
p. 

12
:  T

im
el

in
e 

– 
fr

om
 A

br
ah

am
 t

o 
C

hr
is

t.
• 

K
W

L 
p. 

47
:  T

es
t Y

ou
r 

K
no

w
le

dg
e.

• 
G

ro
up

 w
or

k 
ac

tiv
ity

:  
St

ud
en

ts
 c

ol
le

ct
 a

rt
ic

le
s 

on
 

co
nt

em
po

ra
ry

 is
su

es
 o

f s
la

ve
ry

, h
um

an
 r

ig
ht

s 
an

d 
in

ju
st

ic
e.

  U
si

ng
 t

he
se

 t
he

y 
de

si
gn

 a
 c

ol
la

ge
 o

f 
im

ag
es

 a
nd

 w
or

ds
.

• 
K

W
L 

p. 
49

–5
1:

  P
ha

m
’s 

St
or

y. 
In

 g
ro

up
s, 

st
ud

en
ts

 
co

m
po

se
 a

 o
ne

-a
ct

 p
la

y 
w

hi
ch

 e
xp

re
ss

es
 s

om
e 

of
 

th
e 

fr
us

tr
at

io
ns

 a
nd

 d
iffi

 c
ul

tie
s 

of
 li

vi
ng

 in
 t

he
 c

am
p.

• 
K

W
L 

p. 
55

:  
M

ap
 o

f t
he

 E
xo

du
s 

ac
tiv

ity
 –

 s
ee

 e
nd

 o
f 

th
is

 u
ni

t. 
• 

T
he

re
 w

er
e 

se
ve

ra
l c

ov
en

an
ts

, m
ad

e 
be

tw
ee

n 
G

od
 

an
d 

hi
s 

pe
op

le
:

– 
T

he
 C

ov
en

an
t 

w
ith

 N
oa

h 
(G

en
es

is
 9

:9
–1

7)
– 

T
he

 C
ov

en
an

t 
w

ith
 A

br
ah

am
 (

G
en

es
is

 1
7:

4–
14

)
– 

T
he

 C
ov

en
an

t 
w

ith
 M

os
es

 (
Ex

od
us

 3
4:

27
)

w
or

k 
on

 t
he

 t
im

el
in

e.
 T

ea
ch

er
 

al
so

 m
ar

ks
 ‘T

es
t Y

ou
r 

K
no

w
le

dg
e’

 
qu

es
tio

ns
 in

 K
W

L 
p. 

47
.

A
ss

es
s ‘

Jo
se

ph
’ a

ct
iv

ity
.

Pe
er

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t

W
or

ki
ng

 fr
om

 a
 c

he
ck

lis
t 

pr
ov

id
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

te
ac

he
r, 

st
ud

en
ts

 
gi

ve
 fe

ed
ba

ck
 o

n 
th

e 
in

fo
rm

at
io

n 
ga

th
er

ed
 t

o 
pr

es
en

t 
th

e 
co

lla
ge

s 
an

d 
th

e 
co

m
po

si
tio

n 
of

 t
he

 o
ne

-
ac

t 
pl

ay
.

Te
ac

he
r A

ss
es

sm
en

t
O

bs
er

va
tio

n 
of

 in
di

vi
du

al
 

st
ud

en
ts

 a
s 

th
ey

 w
ri

te
 t

he
ir

 o
w

n 
ve

rs
io

ns
 o

f a
 p

er
so

na
l c

ov
en

an
t. 

C
om

pl
et

io
n 

of
 a

 c
ar

to
on

 c
om

ic
.



Coming to Know, Worship and Love 32 Units of Work – Year 7

3. It
 is

 in
te

nd
ed

 t
ha

t 
st

ud
en

ts
 

w
ill

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

V
 r

ec
og

ni
se

 Is
ra

el
’s 

co
nc

ep
t 

of
 G

od
 a

s 
th

e 
on

ly
 t

ru
e 

le
ad

er
 o

f h
is

 p
eo

pl
e

K
 r

ec
al

l s
to

ri
es

 o
f t

he
 Je

w
is

h 
ki

ng
do

m
 b

ot
h 

as
 a

 u
ni

fi e
d 

na
tio

n 
an

d 
as

 t
he

 n
or

th
er

n 
an

d 
so

ut
he

rn
 p

ro
vi

nc
es

S 
de

si
gn

 p
ro

fi l
es

 o
f t

he
 

di
ffe

re
nt

 t
yp

es
 o

f l
ea

de
rs

 in
 

th
e 

O
ld

 T
es

ta
m

en
t.

E
xo

du
s

• 
T

he
 E

xo
du

s 
ex

pe
ri

en
ce

 is
 t

he
 c

or
e 

ex
pe

ri
en

ce
 

w
hi

ch
 d

efi
 n

es
 a

nd
 g

iv
es

 Je
w

is
h 

pe
op

le
 a

n 
im

ag
e 

of
 

th
em

se
lv

es
 a

nd
 t

he
ir

 p
ur

po
se

.  T
he

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e 

of
 

es
ca

pe
 fr

om
 s

la
ve

ry
, w

an
de

ri
ng

 a
nd

 e
ve

nt
ua

l 
‘h

om
ec

om
in

g’
 w

el
de

d 
th

em
 in

to
 a

 g
ro

up
 w

ith
 a

 
co

m
m

on
 r

el
ig

io
us

 v
is

io
n,

 w
hi

ch
 w

as
 e

m
bo

di
ed

 in
 

th
e 

id
ea

s 
of

:
– 

a 
si

ng
le

 G
od

, i
n 

co
nt

ra
st

 t
o 

th
e 

po
ly

th
ei

sm
 o

f t
he

 
ne

ig
hb

ou
ri

ng
 c

ul
tu

re
s 

(s
ee

 D
eu

te
ro

no
m

y 
6:

4 
fo

r 
th

e 
ce

nt
ra

l J
ew

is
h 

pr
ay

er
)

– 
a 

sa
vi

ng
 G

od
– 

a 
co

ve
na

nt
al

 r
el

at
io

ns
hi

p 
w

ith
 t

hi
s 

G
od

– 
lif

e 
an

d 
th

e 
se

ar
ch

 fo
r 

w
is

do
m

 a
s 

a 
jo

ur
ne

y 
w

hi
ch

 
al

l p
eo

pl
e 

un
de

rt
ak

e.

K
in

gd
om

s
• 

T
he

 s
to

ri
es

 in
 t

he
 S

cr
ip

tu
re

s 
ar

e 
no

t 
hi

st
or

y 
as

 w
e 

kn
ow

 it
.  W

hi
le

 t
he

y 
ar

e 
ba

se
d 

on
 a

ct
ua

l e
ve

nt
s 

th
ey

 
re

la
te

 h
is

to
ry

 w
ith

in
 a

 t
he

ol
og

ic
al

 fr
am

ew
or

k 
– 

a 
th

eo
lo

gi
ca

l r
efl

 e
ct

io
n 

on
 e

ve
nt

s.
• 

Je
w

is
h 

so
ci

et
y 

ac
ce

pt
ed

 t
he

 t
ra

di
tio

na
l h

ie
ra

rc
hi

ca
l 

st
ru

ct
ur

e 
of

 a
 s

oc
ie

ty
 le

d 
by

 a
 t

ri
ba

l l
ea

de
r, 

bu
t 

ba
ul

ke
d 

at
 t

he
 r

ol
e 

of
 a

 c
ro

w
ne

d 
ki

ng
.

• 
T

hi
s 

st
em

m
ed

 fr
om

 t
he

 Je
w

is
h 

be
lie

f i
n 

G
od

 a
s 

so
le

 
ru

le
r 

an
d 

ki
ng

 o
f t

he
 Je

w
is

h 
pe

op
le

.
• 

A
cc

ep
ta

nc
e 

of
 D

av
id

 w
as

 o
nl

y 
po

ss
ib

le
 b

ec
au

se
 h

e 
w

as
 s

ee
n 

as
 c

le
ar

ly
 d

es
ig

na
te

d 
by

 G
od

.
• 

T
he

 p
er

io
d 

of
 D

av
id

’s 
ki

ng
sh

ip
 w

as
 la

te
r 

se
en

 a
s 

a 
go

ld
en

 a
ge

.

• 
St

ud
en

ts
 w

ri
te

 t
he

ir
 o

w
n 

ve
rs

io
n 

of
 a

 p
er

so
na

l 
co

ve
na

nt
 w

ith
 t

he
 o

ne
 G

od
 o

f I
sr

ae
l.

• 
St

ud
en

ts
 b

ec
om

e 
fa

m
ili

ar
 w

ith
 t

he
 s

to
ry

 o
f M

os
es

 
(K

W
L 

p. 
51

–5
7)

.
• 

St
ud

en
ts

 r
ea

d 
th

e 
fo

llo
w

in
g 

to
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
th

e 
st

or
y 

of
 t

he
 H

eb
re

w
 p

eo
pl

e’
s 

sl
av

er
y 

in
 E

gy
pt

:
– 

Ex
od

us
 1

, 2
:1

–1
0,

 1
1:

1–
10

, 1
2:

29
–3

6,
 1

4.
 

St
ud

en
ts

 d
ra

w
 a

 c
ar

to
on

 s
tr

ip
 s

ho
w

in
g 

th
e 

de
ve

lo
pm

en
t 

of
 t

he
 s

eq
ue

nc
e 

of
 e

ve
nt

s 
le

ad
in

g 
up

 
to

 t
he

 H
eb

re
w

s’
 e

sc
ap

e 
fr

om
 E

gy
pt

.
• 

St
ud

en
ts

 r
ea

d 
so

m
e 

of
 t

he
 le

ss
er

-k
no

w
n 

pa
ss

ag
es

 
ab

ou
t 

th
e 

jo
ur

ne
y 

to
 C

an
aa

n 
to

 g
iv

e 
th

em
 a

 b
et

te
r 

id
ea

 o
f w

ha
t 

lif
e 

w
as

 li
ke

 fo
r 

th
e 

pe
op

le
, e

.g
. E

xo
du

s 
16

: t
he

 B
re

ad
 fr

om
 H

ea
ve

n;
  E

xo
du

s 
15

: t
he

 s
on

gs
 o

f 
M

os
es

 a
nd

 M
ir

ia
m

;  
Ex

od
us

 2
1:

 L
aw

s 
co

nc
er

ni
ng

 
Sl

av
es

 a
nd

 V
io

le
nc

e.

• 
R

ea
d 

1 
K

in
gs

 2
1:

1–
16

;  
2 

K
in

gs
 9

:3
0–

37
.

– 
W

ha
t 

di
d 

Je
ze

be
l d

o?
 H

ow
 w

as
 s

he
 p

un
is

he
d?

 
W

hy
 w

as
 h

er
 id

ea
 o

f l
ea

de
rs

hi
p 

so
 d

iff
er

en
t 

fr
om

 
th

e 
Je

w
is

h 
id

ea
l?

• 
K

W
L 

p. 
62

–6
3:

 T
he

 k
in

gd
om

 o
f D

av
id

 a
nd

 S
ol

om
on

.
• 

In
 g

ro
up

s, 
st

ud
en

ts
 d

is
cu

ss
 t

he
 q

ua
lit

ie
s 

of
 a

 g
oo

d 
le

ad
er

 a
nd

 li
st

 t
he

m
.  

In
di

vi
du

al
ly,

 s
tu

de
nt

s 
cr

ea
te

 a
 

‘W
an

te
d:

 G
oo

d 
Le

ad
er

’ p
os

te
r.

• 
St

ud
en

ts
 d

ra
w

 u
p 

a 
pr

ofi
 le

 o
f t

he
 Je

w
is

h 
le

ad
er

s 
M

os
es

, S
au

l a
nd

 D
av

id
.  

H
ow

 d
o 

th
ei

r 
qu

al
iti

es
 

co
m

pa
re

 w
ith

 t
ho

se
 y

ou
 w

ou
ld

 e
xp

ec
t 

fr
om

 a
 g

oo
d 

le
ad

er
?

• 
R

ea
d 

1 
K

in
gs

 1
1.

  S
tu

de
nt

s 
co

m
pl

et
e 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g: 
11

:1
–3

 
Ex

pl
ai

n 
w

ha
t 

So
lo

m
on

 d
id

 t
ha

t 
w

as
 

ag
ai

ns
t 

th
e 

La
w

. 
11

:4
–6

 
D

es
cr

ib
e 

ho
w

 h
e 

di
d 

ev
il 

in
 t

he
 s

ig
ht

 o
f 

th
e 

Lo
rd

.

In
fo

rm
al

 T
ea

ch
er

 
A

ss
es

sm
en

t
C

he
ck

 s
tu

de
nt

 a
ns

w
er

s 
fr

om
 

A
ct

iv
ity

 o
n 

pa
ge

 6
2,

 K
W

L,
 a

nd
 

ob
se

rv
e 

th
ei

r 
ab

ili
ty

 t
o 

us
e 

th
e 

Bi
bl

e.

O
bs

er
va

tio
n 

of
 t

he
 q

ua
lit

ie
s 

of
 a

 
go

od
 le

ad
er

.

Pe
er

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t

St
ud

en
t 

co
m

m
en

ts
 o

n 
th

e 
le

ad
er

sh
ip

 q
ua

lit
ie

s 
in

 t
he

ir
 

‘W
an

te
d’

 p
os

te
rs

.



Unit 1b:  Key People and Stories in the Old Testament 33 A Religious Education Curriculum Framework

4. It
 is

 in
te

nd
ed

 t
ha

t 
st

ud
en

ts
 

w
ill

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

V
 d

is
cu

ss
 t

he
 t

he
m

e 
of

 e
xi

le
 

an
d 

re
tu

rn
, a

nd
 it

s 
re

le
va

nc
e 

to
 p

er
so

na
l 

re
la

tio
ns

hi
ps

 w
ith

 G
od

 a
nd

 
w

ith
 o

th
er

s

K
 u

nd
er

st
an

d 
th

e 
ex

ile
 fr

om
 

Je
ru

sa
le

m
, a

nd
 t

he
 r

et
ur

n 
an

d 
re

bu
ild

in
g 

of
 t

he
 c

ity

S 
ga

th
er

 in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

re
la

tin
g 

to
 t

he
 h

is
to

ri
ca

l, 
so

ci
al

, a
nd

 
ge

og
ra

ph
ic

al
 b

ac
kg

ro
un

d 
of

 
th

e 
pe

op
le

 o
f I

sr
ae

l.

E
xi

le
• 

T
he

 t
he

m
e 

of
 e

xi
le

 a
nd

 r
et

ur
n,

 b
ot

h 
ph

ys
ic

al
 a

nd
 

sp
ir

itu
al

, i
s 

on
e 

w
hi

ch
 r

ec
ur

s 
co

ns
ta

nt
ly

 in
 t

he
 O

ld
 

Te
st

am
en

t. 
 It

 is
 a

 m
od

el
 fo

r 
th

e 
w

ho
le

 Je
w

is
h 

ex
pe

ri
en

ce
, b

ot
h 

in
 t

he
 p

as
t 

an
d 

th
e 

pr
es

en
t; 

 2
 

K
in

gs
 1

7:
5–

23
;  

2 
K

in
gs

 2
4:

10
;  

2 
K

in
gs

 2
5:

1–
21

.
• 

Je
w

s 
ha

ve
 b

ee
n 

a 
w

an
de

ri
ng

 p
op

ul
at

io
n 

fo
r 

m
uc

h 
of

 
th

ei
r 

hi
st

or
y 

(n
ot

 a
t 

th
e 

tim
e 

of
 e

xi
le

; h
er

e 
th

ey
 

w
er

e 
fo

rc
ed

 fr
om

 t
he

ir
 la

nd
), 

bu
t 

al
w

ay
s 

w
ith

 a
 li

nk
 

to
 t

he
 la

nd
 o

f I
sr

ae
l. 

 T
he

 t
he

m
e 

of
 e

xi
le

 a
nd

 r
et

ur
n 

he
lp

s 
Je

w
s 

to
 g

iv
e 

a 
m

ea
ni

ng
 t

o 
th

e 
ev

en
ts

 o
f 

hi
st

or
y 

an
d 

to
 t

he
ir

 p
re

se
nt

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
e.

• 
T

he
 s

to
ri

es
 o

f S
cr

ip
tu

re
 e

ch
o 

th
e 

jo
ur

ne
y 

th
ro

ug
h 

lif
e,

 a
s 

a 
se

ar
ch

 in
 w

hi
ch

 t
he

y 
co

ns
ta

nt
ly

 fi 
nd

 a
nd

 
lo

se
 G

od
. (

Is
ai

ah
 a

nd
 Je

re
m

ia
h 

bo
th

 w
ar

ne
d 

th
e 

pe
op

le
 a

ga
in

st
 t

ur
ni

ng
 t

he
ir

 b
ac

k 
on

 G
od

.)
• 

T
he

re
 is

 a
 c

yc
le

 in
 t

he
se

 s
to

ri
es

:  
Is

ra
el

 fo
rg

et
s 

G
od

 
an

d 
m

ov
es

 a
w

ay
 fr

om
 t

he
 p

at
h 

it 
sh

ou
ld

 b
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g; 
th

e 
pe

op
le

 a
re

 o
ve

rc
om

e 
an

d 
op

pr
es

se
d 

by
 t

he
ir

 e
ne

m
ie

s; 
th

ey
 r

ep
en

t, 
an

d 
ca

ll 
on

 G
od

 fo
r 

he
lp

; G
od

 h
ea

rs
 t

he
m

 a
nd

 fo
rg

iv
es

; t
he

y 
ar

e 
sa

ve
d.

11
:1

1 
St

at
e 

w
ha

t 
th

e 
Lo

rd
 t

oo
k 

aw
ay

 fr
om

 
So

lo
m

on
.

11
:3

0–
33

 
Ex

pl
ai

n 
w

ha
t 

w
as

 g
iv

en
 t

o 
Je

ro
bo

am
.

 
T

hi
s 

in
fo

rm
at

io
n 

he
lp

s 
to

 e
xp

la
in

 h
ow

 Is
ra

el
 

be
ca

m
e 

w
ea

k 
an

d 
gr

ad
ua

lly
 s

pl
it 

in
to

 t
w

o 
ki

ng
do

m
s 

– 
Is

ra
el

 a
nd

 Ju
da

h 
– 

af
te

r 
So

lo
m

on
 d

ie
d.

• 
D

efi
 n

e 
th

e 
w

or
d 

‘e
xi

le
’. 

 U
si

ng
 a

 w
or

d 
bo

ar
d,

 
st

ud
en

ts
 b

ui
ld

 u
p 

w
or

ds
 a

ss
oc

ia
te

d 
w

ith
 t

he
 p

hy
si

ca
l 

an
d 

em
ot

io
na

l i
m

pl
ic

at
io

ns
 o

f b
ei

ng
 in

 e
xi

le
. 

• 
R

ea
d 

an
d 

co
m

pl
et

e 
th

e 
ex

er
ci

se
s 

in
 t

he
 fo

llo
w

in
g:

– 
K

W
L 

p. 
66

:  T
he

 E
xi

le
– 

K
W

L 
p. 

67
:  T

es
t Y

ou
r 

K
no

w
le

dg
e

– 
K

W
L 

p. 
67

:  
C

re
at

iv
e 

W
ri

tin
g T

as
k

• 
R

ea
d 

Ps
al

m
 1

37
, a

bo
ut

 t
he

 fo
rc

ed
 s

ep
ar

at
io

n 
of

 t
he

 
Je

w
is

h 
pe

op
le

 fr
om

 t
he

ir
 h

om
el

an
d.

 
R

ea
d 

A
m

os
 7

:1
7,

 a
bo

ut
 p

eo
pl

e 
w

ho
 lo

ng
 fo

r 
th

e 
sa

fe
ty

 o
f h

om
e.

 
R

ea
d 

2 
Sa

m
ue

l 1
5–

19
, a

bo
ut

 lo
ne

lin
es

s.
 

St
ud

en
ts

 r
ec

al
l i

ns
ta

nc
es

 o
f ‘

re
tu

rn
’ i

n 
th

ei
r 

ow
n 

liv
es

 –
 fr

om
 h

ol
id

ay
s, 

a 
jo

ur
ne

y, 
et

c. 
 T

ea
ch

er
 a

sk
s: 

W
ha

t 
w

er
e 

yo
ur

 e
m

ot
io

ns
? 

 H
ad

 y
ou

 c
ha

ng
ed

? 
W

ha
t 

ha
d 

yo
u 

le
ar

nt
 w

hi
le

 a
w

ay
?

• 
R

ea
d 

th
e 

le
tt

er
 o

f J
er

em
ia

h 
29

:4
–1

4 
to

 t
he

 e
xi

le
s. 

Te
ac

he
r 

as
ks

:  W
ha

t 
ad

vi
ce

 d
id

 h
e 

gi
ve

 t
he

 p
eo

pl
e 

on
 h

ow
 t

o 
co

pe
 w

ith
 e

xi
le

 in
 B

ab
yl

on
?

 
St

ud
en

ts
 s

ur
ve

y 
fi v

e 
pe

op
le

 a
bo

ut
 t

ur
ni

ng
 p

oi
nt

s 
in

 
th

ei
r 

liv
es

, e
.g

. w
he

n 
th

ey
 m

ov
ed

 fr
om

 t
he

 s
af

et
y 

of
 

fa
m

ili
ar

 t
hi

ng
s 

in
to

 a
 n

ew
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e.
  H

ow
 w

er
e 

th
ey

 a
bl

e 
to

 c
op

e 
w

ith
 t

he
ir

 ‘e
xi

le
’?

• 
Pe

rs
on

al
 r

es
po

ns
e: 

st
ud

en
ts

 c
om

pl
et

e 
a 

jo
ur

na
l 

en
tr

y 
ex

pl
or

in
g 

ho
w

 G
od

’s 
pr

om
is

e 
of

 p
ea

ce
 a

nd
 

ho
pe

 h
as

 m
ea

ni
ng

 in
 t

he
ir

 li
ve

s.

Te
ac

he
r A

ss
es

sm
en

t
O

bs
er

va
tio

n 
an

d 
m

ar
ki

ng
 o

f 
C

re
at

iv
e 

W
ri

tin
g T

as
k 

an
d 

‘T
es

t 
Yo

ur
 K

no
w

le
dg

e’
 a

ct
iv

ity
.

St
ud

en
t 

Se
lf-

as
se

ss
m

en
t

In
 s

ur
ve

yi
ng

 o
th

er
 p

eo
pl

e 
ab

ou
t 

tu
rn

in
g 

po
in

ts
 in

 t
he

ir
 li

ve
s, 

ho
w

 
w

el
l d

id
 I 

lis
te

n 
to

 t
he

ir
 s

to
ri

es
? 

Jo
ur

na
l e

nt
ry

.

Jo
ur

na
l E

nt
ry

: E
xp

lo
ra

tio
n 

of
 

ho
w

 G
od

’s 
pr

om
is

e 
of

 p
ea

ce
 a

nd
 

ho
pe

 h
as

 m
ea

ni
ng

 in
 m

y 
lif

e.
 



Coming to Know, Worship and Love 34 Units of Work – Year 7

5. It
 is

 in
te

nd
ed

 t
ha

t 
st

ud
en

ts
 

w
ill

 b
e 

ab
le

 t
o:

V
 c

ho
os

e 
ps

al
m

s 
an

d 
pr

ov
er

bs
 w

hi
ch

 c
on

ta
in

 a
 

re
le

va
nt

 m
es

sa
ge

 fo
r 

th
e 

co
nt

em
po

ra
ry

 w
or

ld

K
 o

ut
lin

e 
th

e 
di

ffe
re

nt
 t

yp
es

 
of

 b
oo

ks
 c

on
ta

in
ed

 in
 t

he
 

W
is

do
m

 s
ec

tio
n 

of
 t

he
 

Sc
ri

pt
ur

es

S 
lo

ca
te

 S
cr

ip
tu

re
 p

as
sa

ge
s 

w
ith

in
 t

he
 d

iff
er

en
t 

ty
pe

s 
of

 
m

at
er

ia
l i

n 
th

e 
bo

ok
s 

of
 

W
is

do
m

, e
.g

. p
oe

tr
y, 

pr
ov

er
bs

, n
ar

ra
tiv

e.

Po
et

ry
 a

nd
 W

is
do

m
• 

T
he

se
 a

re
 t

he
 b

oo
ks

 o
f J

ob
, P

sa
lm

s, 
Pr

ov
er

bs
, 

Ec
cl

es
ia

st
es

, T
he

 S
on

g 
of

 S
on

gs
, T

he
 W

is
do

m
 o

f 
So

lo
m

on
 a

nd
 S

ir
ac

h 
(E

cc
le

si
as

tic
us

).
• 

T
he

 W
is

do
m

 w
ri

tin
gs

 fo
rm

ed
 a

n 
im

po
rt

an
t 

pa
rt

 o
f 

th
e 

lit
er

at
ur

e 
of

 t
he

 a
nc

ie
nt

 w
or

ld
.  

Pr
ov

er
bs

 a
nd

 
fa

bl
es

, a
s 

w
el

l a
s 

po
et

ry
 o

n 
th

e 
pr

ob
le

m
 o

f h
um

an
 

su
ffe

ri
ng

, w
er

e 
co

m
po

se
d.

• 
W

is
do

m
 li

te
ra

tu
re

 d
ea

ls
 w

ith
 t

w
o 

m
ai

n 
id

ea
s:

– 
th

at
 w

is
do

m
 b

ri
ng

s 
ha

pp
in

es
s, 

w
ith

 G
od

 
re

w
ar

di
ng

 t
he

 g
oo

d 
an

d 
pu

ni
sh

in
g 

th
e 

w
ic

ke
d

– 
th

at
 t

hi
s 

fi r
st

 id
ea

 is
 o

fte
n 

co
nt

ra
di

ct
ed

 in
 r

ea
l l

ife
; 

th
e 

w
ri

tin
gs

 g
iv

e 
no

 in
te

lle
ct

ua
lly

 s
at

is
fa

ct
or

y 
an

sw
er

 t
o 

th
e 

pr
ob

le
m

 o
f t

he
 v

ir
tu

ou
s 

pe
rs

on
 

w
ho

 is
 a

ffl 
ic

te
d.

• 
U

si
ng

 t
he

ir
 B

ib
le

s, 
st

ud
en

ts
 m

ak
e 

a 
lis

t 
of

 t
he

 
W

is
do

m
 B

oo
ks

.  T
he

y 
de

co
ra

te
 t

he
 s

ur
ro

un
di

ng
 

pa
ge

.
• 

Pr
ov

er
bs

 3
1:

10
 c

on
ta

in
s 

a 
de

sc
ri

pt
io

n 
of

 t
he

 id
ea

l 
w

ife
.  

St
ud

en
ts

 li
st

 t
he

 t
as

ks
 t

he
 id

ea
l w

ife
 s

ho
ul

d 
pe

rf
or

m
.  T

ea
ch

er
 a

sk
s: 

 W
ha

t 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

th
e 

eq
ui

va
le

nt
 o

f t
he

se
 t

as
ks

 in
 o

ur
 w

or
ld

 t
od

ay
?

 
St

ud
en

ts
 w

ri
te

 a
 li

st
 o

f t
he

 t
as

ks
 t

he
y 

w
ou

ld
 e

xp
ec

t 
fr

om
 a

n 
id

ea
l h

us
ba

nd
 o

r 
w

ife
.

• 
St

ud
en

ts
 r

ea
d 

th
e 

fo
llo

w
in

g 
sh

or
t 

pr
ay

er
s 

fr
om

 t
he

 
Bo

ok
 o

f P
sa

lm
s, 

an
d 

id
en

tif
y 

th
e 

ty
pe

 o
f p

ra
ye

r 
th

ey
 

co
nt

ai
n,

 e
.g

. f
or

 r
ec

ov
er

y 
fr

om
 il

ln
es

s, 
or

 p
ro

te
ct

io
n 

fr
om

 fa
ls

e 
pr

ai
se

. 
 

Ps
al

m
s 

6:
2,

 9
:1

, 1
7:

6–
13

, 1
8:

1,
 2

8:
1–

4,
 3

6,
 5

1:
1,

 5
5:

4–
15

, 5
6:

1–
4,

 1
20

:1
–2

.
• 

Pr
ov

er
bs

 1
3:

24
 s

ta
te

s 
th

at
 ‘s

pa
ri

ng
 t

he
 r

od
’ w

ou
ld

 
sp

oi
l t

he
 c

hi
ld

.  T
ea

ch
er

 a
sk

s: 
 W

ha
t 

ad
vi

ce
 w

ou
ld

 
yo

u 
gi

ve
 m

od
er

n 
pa

re
nt

s 
on

 h
ow

 t
o 

re
ar

 a
 h

ap
py

 
an

d 
co

ur
te

ou
s 

ch
ild

? 
 

St
ud

en
ts

 c
om

po
se

 a
 p

ro
ve

rb
 t

ha
t 

su
m

s 
up

 t
he

ir
 

ad
vi

ce
.

Pe
er

 A
ss

es
sm

en
t

St
ud

en
ts

 d
ec

id
e 

on
 t

he
 le

ve
l o

f 
pa

rt
ic

ip
at

io
n 

an
d 

un
de

rs
ta

nd
in

g 
of

 m
em

be
rs

 o
f t

he
ir

 g
ro

up
 in

 
co

m
pl

et
in

g 
a 

lis
t 

of
 t

as
ks

 fo
r 

an
 

id
ea

l h
us

ba
nd

/w
ife

, o
r 

in
 

id
en

tif
yi

ng
 t

he
 t

yp
e 

of
 p

ra
ye

r 
th

e 
Ps

al
m

s 
co

nt
ai

n.



Unit 1b:  Key People and Stories in the Old Testament 35 A Religious Education Curriculum Framework

Celebration: Prayer and Liturgy
• When looking at the Old Testament, it is as well to keep in mind the Jewish concept of holiness 

– it is not something which can be achieved without community. To Jews, holiness has its 
source in life – in God and in humanity. True holiness can only be achieved by taking part in the 
life of the community – God is in people, and they can know God better by sharing in the lives 
of others, and letting others share in their lives.

• Thus any prayer activity related to the Old Testament ought to acknowledge the belief that 
spirituality is a part of ordinary life – of our daily emotions, hopes, fears, relationships.

• The Book of Psalms is the great compendium of Israel’s prayer; it contains some of the most 
beautiful religious literature ever written, all of it based on the human experience.

Suggested celebration based on selected Bible excerpts
Preparation: Adequate time needs to be set aside for the preparation of this celebration. Students 
can work singly or in small groups to choose a favourite Scripture passage, and develop an 
overhead transparency showing this passage. This should incorporate an image which refl ects the 
main idea of the passage.

A sacred space prepared by students has a Bible as its central focus.

Gathering: Students enter quietly and sit around the sacred space, where the Bible is appropriately 
highlighted.

Leader: We come together to celebrate the Word of God, the ancient Word that we have been 
refl ecting upon in recent weeks.

 We come together to pray as a Year 7 community that we may take God’s Word into 
our hearts; that we will try to live out in our daily lives the message of the Word. We 
come together to pray for our school, our families and our world, that we may heed 
the call to live in covenant with God.

All: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

The Word: Reading of Scripture passages by individual students.

 Quiet music is played in the background as each Scripture excerpt is read. Following each 
reading there is a short period of silence during which students can refl ect on the words of the 
Scripture on the screen. The music is turned up slightly between the readings.

Response: Use an appropriate hymn/song as a response, such as Thy Word by Amy Grant.

Closing prayer:

 Conclude with Psalm 111. 

 Divide the class into two groups and have each group read the verses in turn. As an 
alternative, use a contemporary version of this psalm, found in Prayers Before an 
Awesome God – The Psalms for Teenagers by David Haas.
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Possible Assessment Tasks

TASK 1: Mapping the route of the Exodus
PURPOSE
• To understand the geographical and physical elements of the Exodus journey.

ACTIVITY
• Students draw and then label the main geographical and physical elements of modern-day 

Egypt and Israel.

• Trace the routes the Hebrews could have used to cross the sea in Exodus 14.

ASSESSMENT
• What diffi culties might the Hebrews have encountered over the long time they wandered in the 

wilderness?

TASK 2: Understanding Joseph
PURPOSE

Students to come to a full 
understanding of the story of 
Joseph.

ACTIVITY

Complete the three-storey activity.

 BEGIN HERE

ASSESSMENT
When assessing this unit the following could be taken into account:

• Identifi cation of Major Events

• Appropriateness of Symbols

• Design of Dream Coat

• Oral Presentation

3rd Storey

Design a coloured dream coat that contains the symbols that 
you have chosen.
Plan your oral presentation to explain your choice of symbols 
and how they represent Joseph’s story.
MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES: Interpersonal, verbal/linguistic, 
bodily/kinaesthetic, visual/spatial

2nd Storey

Choose 8–10 of these events that you will symbolise on your 
coat. The events should be representative of Joseph’s entire life. 
That is, the events should begin at his childhood and show the 
stages of Joseph’s story.
For each of the events that you have chosen, think of a symbol 
that will represent this event clearly.
MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES: Interpersonal, verbal/linguistic

1st Storey

Read through the story in the Bible. As you do so identify major 
events or happenings in the story.
MULTIPLE INTELLIGENCES: Interpersonal, verbal/linguistic



Unit 1b:  Key People and Stories in the Old Testament 37 A Religious Education Curriculum Framework

Resources
Essential Reading

Recommended editions of the Bible are:
Catholic Bible Press 1993, The New Revised Standard Version: Catholic Edition. Catholic Bible 

Press, a division of Thomas Nelson Inc., Nashville, Tennessee.
Darton, Longman & Todd 1985, The New Jerusalem Bible. Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and 

Doubleday, London.

Brown, R et al. (eds) 1989, New Jerome Biblical Commentary. Geoffrey Chapman, London.

Teacher Resources
Charpentier, E 1992, How to Read the Old Testament. SCM Press, Canterbury, England.
Education Committee of the Australian Catholic Bishops’ Conference 1990, The Word Dwells Among 

Us. Collins Dove, Melbourne.
Haas, D 2001, Prayers Before An Awesome God: Psalms for Teenagers. St Mary’s Press, Minnesota.
Liddy, S & Welbourne, L 1999, Strategies for Teaching Religious Education. Social Science Press, 

Sydney.
Lovat, T et al. 1999, New Studies in Religion, Ch. 16. Social Science Press, Sydney.
Perry, M (ed.) 2003, The Dramatised Bible. Harper Collins, Melbourne.
Ryan, M 2000, The Old Testament: Teachers’ Manual, Social Science Press, Sydney.
Ryan, M 2002, Teaching the Bible: A Manual of Teaching Activities, Commentary and Blackline 

Masters, Social Science Press, Sydney
Ryan, M 2003, Reading the Bible: an Introduction for Students. Social Science Press , Sydney.
Smith-Christopher, D 2005, The Old Testament, (Teacher’s Wraparound Edition). Ave Maria Press, 

Notre Dame, Indiana.
Wintour, R 2001, Just Imagine Creative Ways of Presenting Scripture. Mountjoy Enterprises, Brisbane.

Classroom Resources
Backhouse, Robert 1996, The Student Guide to Bible People. Candle Books, Bucks, England.
Morrissey, J et al. 1997, Out of the Desert, Book 1, Ch. 2. Longman, Melbourne.
Ryan, M 2000, The Old Testament. Social Science Press, Sydney.
Smith-Christopher, D 2005, The Old Testament. Ave Maria Press, Notre Dame, Indiana.

Websites

<www.resource.melb.catholic.edu.au>  (Background to the Bible)

Unit Evaluation
In evaluating the indicators of learning the teacher could consider the following:

• To what extent have students identifi ed with the experiences of people and events of the Old 
Testament?

• How well have students described the major themes, people and events of the Hebrew story?
• How effectively did students communicate an overview of the themes, people and events of the 

Old Testament?
• To what extent did students demonstrate achievement of standards?
• Are there standards that were not achieved?
• What changes (if any) would you make if you were teaching this unit again?




