Year 9 Unit |b:
Wisdom and Prophetic Literature

Standards

By the end of this unit it is intended that students:

* respect the Scriptures as a scource of wisdom, and appreciate them as a religious interpretation
of Israel’s story

* demonstrate knowledge of selected parts of the Pentateuch, History, Prophets and Wisdom
literature

* analyse themes and messages in sections of the Old Testament.

Indicators of Learning

Values and Attitudes Knowledge Skills

It is intended that students will be able to:

discuss the scope of Old
Testament writings and their value
to our modern world

describe the major themes of the
Old Testament and the four major
categories into which these
Scriptures are divided

use and distinguish between a
range of primary and secondary
sources relating to the Old
Testament

discuss the process of sin/
repentance/forgiveness in the
Torah story of Israel and in their
own lives

explain the Jewish idea of
covenant contained in the
Pentateuch

gather information on the
different categories of the Old
Testament

form opinions on the individual’s
responsibility to act to bring about
the kingdom

review the events of Jewish history
and the Biblical theme of God’s
relationship with the Jewish people

analyse significant issues in the
history of the Jewish people in
biblical times

express a view on the duty of a
prophet to challenge the way of
living of the broader society

outline the ways in which
prophets worked to achieve a just
society in the Old Testament

develop familiarity with religious
concepts and language

propose ways in which the
wisdom found in writings can be
applied to today’s world

select a representative range of
literary forms in the writings, and
discuss their purpose

differentiate between the
fundamentalist and Catholic
interpretations of biblical stories

Spiritual Reflection for Teachers

Sometimes the people described in the Old Testament can take on the aura of mythic beings. Try to
look at them instead as fellow strugglers in the search for God. They were human beings, not super
men and women. They had lives and stories similar to people in our own time. They (mostly) did
not give up when they failed, but trusted in God even when they were defeated or terrified.

The Old Testament is about God reaching out to humanity, and people reaching back to God. This
has special significance for teachers, who are constantly reaching out to their students, and hope
for a response.

How can you help your students to appreciate the range and depth of the Old Testament?
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Unit 1b: Wisdom and Prophetic Literature A Religious Education Curriculum Framework



Li

nks with Students’ Life Experience

Prophecy invites an examination of social issues

Prophecy is a particularly apt theme to examine at this stage of the students’ life experience.
Prophecy invites an examination of social issues: what problems arise in today’s society? What
attitudes should we have towards these problems? How can we challenge a situation which is
unjust, or which stems from greed, aggression or malice?

Scriptural references and themes appear constantly in today’s media, especially film,
newspaper, novel, etc. An interesting exercise might be to have students collect such references
over a period of time to see how thoroughly our society is permeated, whether consciously or
not, with such images and references.

The Church’s Teaching and Lived Tradition

Pa

st and present validity of the covenant

During recent years, the Church has emphasised the past and present validity of the covenant
that God established with the Jewish people.

This covenant has never been revoked.

Despite unthinkable suffering over the centuries, the Jews have maintained the covenant with
God.

It is important not to set the Old Testament against the New Testament and compare them, to
the detriment of the former. Ignorance of the full scope of the Hebrew Scriptures has seen God
presented as a God of wrath, as opposed to the Christian God of love. In fact, one constant
image of God in the Hebrew Scriptures is of a loving and patient parent who continually
forgives, but also acts with wisdom. The Jewish concept of God is a balance of compassion and
justice, as in the tender words of Hosea 11:1-9.

Catechism of the Catholic Church
Old Testament as the true Word of God

In preparation for the teaching of this unit the following references are recommended:

Part One, Section One: ‘I Believe’-‘We Believe’

115-119 The different ways in which the Scriptures can be read

120 The Catholic canon of Scripture
120-123 The Old Testament: Selected Texts

121

123

The Old Testament is an indispensable part of Sacred Scripture. Its books are divinely inspired
and retain a permanent value, for the Old Covenant has never been revoked.

Christians venerate the Old Testament as the true Word of God. The Church has always
vigorously opposed the idea of rejecting the Old Testament under the pretext that the New has
rendered it void.
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Explantion of Scripture used in this unit

* Students who have completed Unit 7 1a and Unit 7 1b should have a basic knowledge of the
well-known stories of the Pentateuch and the Histories; it is suggested that teachers explore the
lesser-known stories, e.g. Ezra, Nehemiah and the restoration of the Temple, the song of
Deborah.

* Because the religious meaning within a scriptural story is all-important, the story is simplified
and the characters are two-dimensional; the stories, being orally transmitted to audiences,
would have included mime, actions, sounds, body language, etc.

* The Scriptures were written for live performance rather than for silent reading; teachers and
students may take this into account when reading and interpreting the stories. Teachers should
help students to see that the Scriptures are the drama of life. They are full of action and emotion,
and they call on imagination and creativity.

Exodus 34:6-10 Covenant - God appears to Moses (Indicator 2)
Here God reveals who God really is: slow to anger, rich in kindness and faithfulness (34:6).

This God makes a covenant with us, establishing a relationship of tenderness, compassion, and fidelity
between God and us.

Despite this covenant, we must still contend with the reality of evil and sin. God loves and forgives for
thousands of generations, but we suffer the consequences of wrong-doing into the third and fourth generation:
the repercussions of sin reach down through the years. Even so, God’s covenant is unconditional and timeless.

Judges 4:4-22 History - Deborah, her story (Indicator 3)

The Book of Judges tells of the men and women who led Israel before the monarchy was established. They were
called ‘judges” although their function was not merely judicial; they were leaders and prophets as well. Some
famous judges were Gideon, Samson and Samuel. Deborah, too, was a judge, the only woman to be remembered
as such. She was also a prophetess - thus a spokesperson for God. Her story is part of the history of Israel.

As the Israelites attempted to settle in the land of Canaan, they were opposed by the Canaanites, whose
leading general was Sisera. The Israelites” military leader was a man called Barak, who appears to have been
unwilling to go into battle against what were, after all, overwhelming odds.

Deborah upbraids him for being less than courageous. She instructs him about what to do. The inference is
that her closeness to God inspires her to know the right moment for strategic manoeuvers in battle. The army
of Sisera is routed, and he flees the battlefield. He passes by the encampment of another woman, Jael, who
uses her skill and ingenuity to kill him, somewhat as David killed Goliath. It is a fascinating tale with humour,
violence, courage and splendid leadership.

Isaiah 1:1-17 Prophets - Make Justice Your Aim (Indicator 4)

Prophets believed they were called personally by God to act as spokespersons in God’s name. Since humans
could accept or reject God’s will, prophets had a duty to condemn those who had made false choices, and
advise them about what they should do, to please God. It was their obligation to speak out whenever they
saw wrongdoing or injustice. It could be a dangerous task, and not all prophets accepted their role gladly:
Jonah fled in the opposite direction when he was commanded to go to Nineveh and castigate the people for
their wickedness (Jonah 1:3). Often prophets were persecuted, or even killed. Only their utter certainty in
God’s calling gave them enough strength to keep going.

Ecclesiastes 7:9-12 Wisdom - the legacy of wisdom (Indicator 5)

We do not know who wrote the Book of Ecclesiastes, but the name Ecclesiastes means the preacher or leader
of the community (ecclesia = church assembly). The Book of Ecclesiastes is generally attributed to Solomon, but
the language and thinking indicate that it is later than King Solomon, who reigned about 970-930 BC. The text
of Ecclesiastes is generally dated about 3rd century BC, so an unknown Jewish sage wrote it after the Jews had
endured the trauma of exile (6th century BC).

The Book of Ecclesiastes is part of the wisdom genre of the Hebrew Scriptures and has quite a skeptical outlook.
There are several other books included in the wisdom category - Job, Psalms, Proverbs, the Song of Songs, the
book of Wisdom and Ecclesiasticus/Sirach- this last mentioned book is not to be confused with Ecclesiastes.

The few verses here point out, pragmatically, that wisdom protects in much the same way that money does.
Resentment is only for fools and praising the ‘good old days’ is a waste of time. It is a pithy and clever
selection of verses with much practical wisdom.
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Celebration: Prayer and Liturgy

The Scriptures were written for live performance rather than for silent reading; teachers and
students may take this into account when reading. The ancient Jewish people celebrated prayer
and liturgy through poetry, music, movement, hymns, ritual, study of Scripture and contemplation
of God; students might choose one of these to study, and attempt to reproduce or adapt one of
these in some form.

Student’s work throughout the unit can contribute to this liturgy. A selection of images and
scriptural references from the Psalms and other Scriptural references about the greatness of God
can provide strong focus for the prayer.

The liturgy should be held in a quiet space where scriptural references and pictures can be place.
The chapel, church or classroom could be used.

When preparing for this liturgy, explain to the students it will involve a quiet, reflective time.

Suggested celebration based on the Psalms

Preparation: Before this prayer celebration, students should choose and learn a favourite line from

a psalm.

Here are two sample quotes for placing around the room.

Leader:

Leader:

Response:

Leader:

Response:

Leader:

Response:

Leader:
Response
Leader:
Response

Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth, sing the glory of his name, give to him glorious praise.
Say to God how awesome are your deeds! Psalm 66:1-3

Yahweh our Lord, how great your name throughout the earth! Above the heavens is your
majesty chanted by the mouths of children, babes in arms. Psalm 8:1-2

Instruct the students to find a space where they are not going to be disturbed by
another student. They are to close their eyes and quieten their minds by breathing
deeply.

In our prayer today we recall that the psalms have been called “masterpieces of
prayer’. The psalms are for all human seasons, all parts of the human journey, for
times of joy, wonder, grief, anger, vengefulness, depression and hope. They are the
Songs of God’s people. We offer this prayer to God.

Instruct the students that when they feel ready they are to say a line from a favourite
psalm. There should be about 20-30 seconds of reflection on each line before moving
onto the next one. This is done on a voluntary basis. It may be helpful for you as the
teacher to begin this process.

Quiet reflective instrumental is played at this point, e.g. a piece that uses the harp would help
set the mood.

The teacher judges when students have finished speaking their psalms, and moves
into the second part of the prayer, by introducing the Response: I praise you, Lord,
with all my heart.

For creating the heavens and the earth
I praise you Lord, with all my heart.

For the creatures of the land and of the sea
I thank you Lord, with all my heart.

For the beauty of a sunset

I thank you Lord, with all my heart.

For the joy of a new life

I praise you Lord, with all my heart.

For loving me
I praise you Lord, with all my heart.

Conclusion: Hymn - Lift up your Heart.
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Possible Assessment Tasks
Task 1: Scripture matching exercise

PURPOSE
To help students plan a Scripture presentation for catechist classes.

ACTIVITY

Preparation: If possible, invite a catechist from a local parish to share their experience of Religious
Education. Ask them to explain to your students the types of lessons they give and the resources
they find most helpful.

Process: The task can be completed individually or in pairs.
* Allocate one book from the Old Testament to each individual/ pair.

* Explain that the task is to prepare a lesson on this book of the Old Testament that could be used
to teach students in catechetics classes in Government schools.

* Determine the year group that the lesson will be prepared for. If you are able to work closely
with parish catechists they could help you to align content with particular year groups.

* Explain the types of materials that would be appropriate, for example, a ‘big book” would be
useful in Preparatory.

* Explain that each lesson must include:
- an explanation about one book of the Old Testament
- astudy of at least one passage from the text of the book being studied
- visuals related to the book
- activities suitable for the year group the lesson is being planned for.

* Encourage students to:
- think creatively
- consider the most important point that their lesson should make
- consider the role that they can play in handing on the tradition of sacred Scripture.

ASSESSMENT
The task lends itself to peer and teacher assessment as well as student self-reflection on the process,
and on results of their work.

Follow-up: If possible, present materials to your parish catechists.

TASK 2: Storyboard activity
PURPOSE

To determine students’ understanding and ability to analyse one of the lesser known stories of the
Old Testament.

Task:

* Choose one of the following stories or part thereof:
- Judges: Bad Times; 2 Kings: What Happens When You Ignore God; Ruth: A Love Story;
Tobit: The Ups and Downs of a Jewish Family; Judith: The Beautiful Widow;
Esther: She Saves the People

* Read the Story.

* Design a storyboard using the following steps:
- list the characters in the story
- list the sequence of actions
- research background information on clothing, setting, buildings, objects
- choose scenes from the story as focus images for your storyboard
- make rough outlines of your images
- refine images, and add a short description of what is happening in the picture.

ASSESSMENT
Students” ability to tell the story in a clear, accurate and finite way.
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Resources

Essential Reading

Recommended editions of the Bible are:

Catholic Bible Press 1993, The New Revised Standard Version: Catholic Edition. Catholic Bible
Press, a division of Thomas Nelson Inc. Nashville, Tennessee.

Darton, Longman & Todd 1985, The New Jerusalem Bible. Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd and
Doubleday, London.

Brown, R et al. (eds) 1989, New Jerome Biblical Commentary. Geoffrey Chapman.

Teacher Resources

Baker, K 2001, Inside the Bible. Ignatius Press, San Francisco.

Charpentier, E 1992, How to Read the Old Testament. SCM Press, Canterbury.

Liddy, S & Welbourne, L 1999, Strategies for Teaching Religious Education. Social Science Press,
Sydney.

Ryan, M 2001, Teaching the Bible. Social Science Press, Sydney.

Ryan, M 2003, Reading the Bible: An Introduction for Students. Social Science Press, Sydney.

Smith-Christopher, D 2005, The Old Testament, (Teacher’s Wraparound Edition). Ave Maria Press,
Notre Dame, Indiana.

Wintour, R 2001, Just Iinagine Creative Ways of Presenting Scripture. Mountjoy Enterprises, Brisbane.

Classroom Resources

Lovat, T et al. 1999, New Studies in Religion, Ch. 16. Social Science Press, Sydney.
Morrissey, ] et al. 1998, Out of the Desert, Book 3, Ch. 2. Longman, Melbourne.
Ryan, M 1998, The Old Testament. Social Science Press, Sydney.

Smith-Christopher, D 2005, The Old Testament: Our call to faith and justice. Ave Maria Press, Notre
Dame, Indiana.

Videos

Queen Esther (cartoon format)
Fiddler on the Roof

David

Solomon and David

Waebsite

<www.resource.melb.catholic.edu.au> (RESource-Scripture-Old Testament background)

Participating in the life of the Church

In evaluating the indicators of learning the teacher could consider the following;:

* To what extent were students able to outline the ways in which prophets work to achieve a just
society?

* How effectively were students able to explain the major events of Jewish history?

* Were the assessment tasks suited to the students in your class?

* To what extent did students demonstrate achievement of standards?

* Were any of the standards not achieved?

*  What change/s (if any) would you make if you were teaching this unit again?
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