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Year 9: Unit 2b 
The Catholic Church in Australia

Standards
By the end of this unit it is intended that students:
• value the heritage, contemporary experience and cultural diversity of Australian Catholics
• describe the development of the Catholic Church in Australia from its beginnings to the present
• investigate and research the contributions that men and women have made to the Catholic Church in 

Australia.

Indicators of Learning

Spiritual Refl ection for Teachers
As you study the history of the Catholic Church in Australia, you will realise that Catholics in 
Australia have been in a continuous process of change. We are a people in process, just as the 
Church itself is a work in progress, constantly striving to bring people to God.

• Consider the experience of a Catholic in the early, priestless colony of Victoria.

• Consider the struggle for social parity and religious tolerance.

• Consider the changes seen by today’s older generation of Catholics.

Then think about your own experience of being Catholic.

How can you help your students appreciate the evolving nature of the Catholic Church in 
Australia?

Values and Attitudes

listen to and affi rm each others’ 
stories about being Australian and 
being Catholic

discuss the early years of 
European settlement

discuss the contribution of 
different personalities and groups 
from the story of the Catholic 
Church in Australia

refl ect on their own experiences 
of ‘being a Catholic’ in light of the 
experiences of Catholics from the 
past

express their own hopes and 
concerns about present and future 
involvement in the Catholic 
Church in Australia

Knowledge

list the ways in which the Catholic 
Church is visible and active in 
Australian society today

describe the different spiritual/ 
religious groups during the early 
years of European settlement (i.e. 
Aboriginal, Protestant, Roman 
Catholic)

outline the major events, 
personalities and groups contributing 
to the emergence and development 
of the Catholic Church in Australia

describe the experiences of 
ordinary Catholics in Australia as 
their Church was infl uenced by 
rapid social change

name some of the issues and 
challenges which confront the 
Catholic Church in Australia today

Skills

analyse statistical information 
about religion in Australia today

investigate the relationship 
between Protestant and Catholic 
Australians as the colony 
developed

summarise events, trends and 
individual/group contributions 
from the story of the Catholic 
Church in Australia

re-create events, rituals and 
practices which characterised 
different periods in the story of 
the Catholic Church in Australia

compare a range of viewpoints on 
signifi cant issues being faced by 
the Catholic Church in Australia
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It is intended that students will be able to:
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Links with Students’ Life Experience
The Church in action in Australia
• Teaching and learning about the Catholic Church in Australia should begin and continually link 

in with students’ own experience of being Australian and being Catholic. This is the only way 
that a sense of both diversity and shared identity can be achieved within the classroom. The 
classroom as well as the school community are microcosms of the Church community.

• Research how the origins and journeys of the students’ families and ancestors provide a 
springboard for learning about the stages of migration which characterise the story of the 
Catholic Church in Australia. Involvement with local parishes and community service projects 
provides stimulus for refl ecting on their own involvement in the wider Church. All the 
dimensions of learning of this unit can actually be experienced by students as they learn. Their 
experience is the Church in action in Australia.

The Church’s Teaching and Lived Tradition
We are united with Catholics throughout the world by our shared beliefs
• The development of the Catholic Church in Australia (the local Church), while having its own 

unique characteristics, very much refl ected the changes which took place in the Church as a 
whole (the universal Church). For example, the emphasis on devotion to Mary refl ected the 
dogma of the Immaculate Conception (1854) and the doctrine of the Assumption (1950). The 
reforms of Vatican II (in liturgy, religious life, lay involvement, use of Bible) infl uenced the 
ways in which Catholics viewed and practised their faith.

• Post World War II migration saw a variety of cultural expressions of Catholicism impact upon 
the Church in Australia. Traditions valued by European, Asian, African and Latin American 
Catholics challenged the Anglo-Irish perception of what it means to be a Catholic in Australia. 
However the traditions we share, the Eucharist, the Sacraments, the Scriptures and our belief 
that Jesus is the Christ, unite all Catholics in Australia with Catholics throughout the world.

Catechism of the Catholic Church
The Church is by her nature missionary

In preparation for the teaching of this unit the following references are recommended:

Part One, Section Two: The Profession of the Christian Faith

Part Three, Section One: Man’s Vocation: Life in the Spirit

849–856 Mission – a requirement of the Church’s catholicity
850 The Lord’s missionary mandate is ultimately grounded in the eternal love of the Most Holy 

Trinity: The Church on earth is by her nature missionary since, according to the plan of the 
Father, she has as her origin the mission of the Son and the Holy Spirit. The ultimate purpose of 
mission is none other than to make men share in the communion between the Father and the 
Son in their Spirit of love.

2044–2046 Moral Life and Missionary Witness
2046 By living with the mind of Christ, Christians hasten the coming of the Reign of God, a kingdom 

of justice, love and peace. They do not, for all that, abandon their earthly tasks; faithful to their 
master, they fulfi l them with uprightness, patience and love.
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Explanation of the Scripture used in this unit

• Readings which emphasise the ‘land’ are particularly appropriate to teaching and learning 
about the Church in Australia. Isaiah 40:3–5 (wilderness, mountains, hills, valleys, plains) and 
Matthew 6:25–34 (grass in the fi eld, birds in the sky) were proclaimed at the Beatifi cation of 
Mary MacKillop in 1995. It is important that students can relate Scriptural images to their 
experience of Australia.

• Outcomes focusing on injustices against certain groups can be enhanced by using passages 
which emphasise justice, equality and freedom (Galatians 3:27–28, Galatians 5:13–15). Gospel 
incidents portraying the works and actions of Jesus are useful when examining the words and 
actions of important historical fi gures.

Matthew 5:13–16  Salt and light (Indicator 5)

These few verses are from Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, following the Beatitudes. The Gospel of Luke has a 
similar sermon, but it is set on a plain. The Gospel of Matthew is the only one to have a sermon on the mount. 
One of the themes of Matthew’s Gospel is to depict Jesus as being like Moses who received the law from God 
on Mount Sinai, so to have Jesus proclaiming his teaching on a mountain is highly symbolic.

‘You are the salt of the earth’ – salt is both a fl avourer and a preservative; so is a good teacher or disciple. Jesus 
makes this wise saying more personal by using ‘you’. The teacher or disciple is also a light, one who 
enlightens: ‘You are the light of the world.’ Light guides and reveals our actions; we cannot hide our good 
works. ‘Let your light shine.’

Galatians 3:23–26  The Teacher’s work accomplished (Indicator 1)

In this letter, Paul suggests that the coming of the Christian faith ended the restrictive function of the Jewish 
law, and that Christians had a responsibility to educate themselves in faith. The old law provided the sort of 
protection needed by a child; the new law demanded much more.

In 3:24, the original Greek word (translated as ‘in charge of’) is paidagogos. This word described a slave who 
was responsible for looking after a boy between the age of six and sixteen. His work involved training, 
discipline, and helping the boy to mature. The paidagogos imposed restraint on the boy until he was mature 
enough to be trusted with his own decisions and behaviour.

The law served the same purpose for Israel, says Paul. It provided wisdom and discipline when these things 
were needed. Now, just as the boy matured, the Galatians should accept the responsibility for their own faith 
life. An adult relationship with God must be based on Christ, not on the law.

Isaiah 52:7  How beautiful on the mountains (Prayer and Liturgy)

The announced image in this verse is something that lies in the future, even though stated as a fait accompli. It 
is an Advent message of God’s approaching rule; there will be peace, in the deepest sense of the word. There 
will be salvation from affl iction, as God actively comforts his people. It is a message of profound hope in the 
future.

The messenger arrives in Jerusalem bearing the good news that God has triumphed over his enemies. Even 
from a distance, the people waiting in Jerusalem can see from the way he runs that it is good news he brings. 
The sentinels on the walls start shouting the good news to the people waiting below. ‘God has won! We are 
free. Exile is over!’ Hope re-enters Jerusalem, from which it has been absent, and the people rejoice in a 
renewed future.
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Celebration: Prayer and Liturgy
Feast/founders/nameday celebrations are a time to emphasise the achievements and needs of the 
local Catholic Church community. Anzac Day services can provide very positive opportunities to 
recall the heroic contributions of all Australians, and promote peace. The offi cial liturgy of the 
Church provides a ritual for the feast days of Blessed Mary MacKillop (8 August), Our Lady Help 
of Christians (24 May) and Anzac Day (25 April).

There are many contemporary songs and hymns by Australian composers which celebrate 
Australian themes. Liturgy celebrated by Maronite, Melkite, Ukranian and other rites of the 
Church are crucial in highlighting the identity of particular schools as well as the diversity of the 
Church community.

Suggested celebration based on Isaiah 52:7
Preparation: An excellent resource for this prayer is the set of posters refl ecting the life and times 
of Mary MacKillop. These can be purchased from Mary MacKillop Place at North Sydney. The 
posters that have been developed during research for Task 1 will also be used for refl ection during 
the prayer.

Students will need pen and paper. They should be reminded that this prayer will require times of 
silence and times of sharing. Each student will need a copy of the concluding prayer. A capable 
student should prepare to proclaim the Word during the liturgy.

Leader: We gather today to refl ect on the story of the Catholic Church in Australia. We are 
mindful of the pioneers of the early colony and their courage in the face of adversity. 
We remember the great leaders of our Church who in times of crisis held fast to their 
vision. We rejoice in the mixing of cultures that has enriched our Church. We give 
thanks for all those who have gone before us to build this community of faith and 
hope to which we belong as members of the Catholic Church in Australia.

 Students spend time in silence reviewing the visuals located around the room. Quiet music 
will assist in maintaining a refl ective atmosphere. After a suitable time students are seated.

Leader:  Having refl ected on the journey of our Church in Australia you are invited to write a 
prayer expressing gratitude, hope for the future of the Church or for a specifi c 
intention.

 Students spend time writing their prayer.

Leader:  We have previously refl ected on how the Prophet Isaiah speaks of those who bear 
God’s Word to the world. We listen once again to this message:

The Word:  A student proclaims Isaiah 52:7 – The Word of the Lord.
All:  Thanks be to God.

Leader: We now listen to the prayers of our community. 
The response is: Lord, hear our prayer.

 Students now share the prayers they have composed.

Leader:  Remembering the example of Mary MacKillop we give thanks for those who have 
ensured that God’s Word is honoured in the lived tradition of our Church as we pray 
together. Response

 Holy God, source of all holiness, you show us in Mary MacKillop a woman of faith 
who lived by the power of the Cross. Teach us to embrace what she pioneered: new 
ways of living the Gospel that respect and defend the human dignity of all in our 
land. Response

 May her example and that of all those who have offered their life’s work to you be a 
constant example of our call to proclaim your Good News from the mountaintops. 
Response

 We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Possible Assessment Tasks
TASK 1: Research and visual presentation refl ecting Isaiah 52:7
• In preparing for this task read Isaiah 52:7 – ‘How beautiful on the mountains …’

 Ask students to propose connections between this passage and the current unit of work.

PURPOSE
For students to understand events, personalities and organisations that have contributed to the 
story of the Catholic Church in Australia.

ACTIVITY
• Each student is given the name of one person or organisation to research. Allocation of topics 

could be through a ‘raffl e’. Research can be done using Internet and library resources as well as 
those of the local Catholic community. Possible areas of study include:

– founders and fi gures related to the individual school and parish communities
– events such as Papal visits to Australia, World Youth Day, Eucharistic Congresses and those 

of signifi cance to the local Catholic community
– 19th century personalities: Fr John Therry, Caroline Chisholm, Archbishop Vaughan, 

Archbishop Bede Polding, Cardinal Moran, Blessed Mary MacKillop and signifi cant local 
fi gures

– 20th century personalities: Archbishop Daniel Mannix, BA Santamaria, Cardinal Norman 
Gilroy, Caroline Jones, Patricia Pak Poy RSM, Frank Brennan SJ, Mum Shirl, and signifi cant 
local fi gures.

– Catholic organisations: Antioch Youth Movement, Catholic Women’s League, Catholic Youth 
Ministry, Centacare, L’Arche Australia, Paulian Association, Young Christian Workers. For a 
more complete list go to Australian Catholic Bishop’s Conference website: <www.acbc.
catholic.org.au>

• Students develop an A3 visual summary on the area that they have been allocated for research. 
Their summary should include:

– an indication of historical information appropriate to the individual topic
– an explanation of the importance of the topic in relation to the Catholic Church
– images related to their topic
– an explanation (visual or written) of how the event, personality or organisation being studied 

refl ects the meaning of Isaiah 52:7.
 This summary is displayed in the classroom.

Sample guide for peer assessment of visual summaries: Students should be given this guide prior 
to completing the research, to ensure they are aware of the criteria.

ASSESSMENT

AREAS OF THE TASK Substantial 
Evidence

Adequate 
Evidence

Limited 
Evidence

Incorporates relevant historical details.

Explains the importance of the topic in relation to the story of 
the Catholic Church in Australia.

Explains how the topic refl ects the meaning of Isaiah 52:7 in 
the context of the Catholic Church in Australia.

Includes a bibliography citing all references used.

Indicates care in planning and presentation.

General Comment by Student Reviewer

General Comment by Class Teacher
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Resources

Essential Reading
John Paul II 2001, Ecclesia in Oceania, The Church in Oceania, ‘The Gospel and Culture’ nn. 16–17.

St Pauls Publications, Strathfi eld.

Teacher Resources
Bentley, P & Hughes, P 1999, A Directory of Australian Religious Organisations. Open Book 

Publishers, Adelaide.
Bouma, G (ed.) 1996, Many Religions, All Australian: Religious Settlement, Identity and Cultural 

Diversity. Christian Research Association, Melbourne.
Breward, I 2001, A History of the Churches in Australasia, (material relating to a range of Christian 

Churches). Oxford University Press, Oxford.
Liddy, S & Welbourne, L 1999, Strategies for Teaching Religious Education. Social Science Press, 

Sydney.
Massam, K 1996, Sacred Threads. UNSW Press, Sydney.
O’Farrell, P 1985, The Catholic Church and Community: An Australian History. NSW University Press, 

Sydney.
Ritchie, J et al. 2002, Australian Dictionary of Biography. Melbourne University Publishing, 

Melbourne.
Ryan, M 1998, The Catholic Church in Australia, Teachers’ Manual. Social Science Press, Sydney.

Classroom Resources
Healey, J (ed.) 2003, Religions and Beliefs in Australia, Spinney Press, Thirroul.
Lovat, T et al. 1999, New Studies in Religion, Ch. 5. Social Science Press, Sydney.
McClish, B 1999, The Australian Church Story. Harper Collins Religious, Melbourne.
Morrissey, J et al. 1998, Out of the Desert, Book 3, Ch. 7. Longman, Melbourne.
Ryan, M 1998, The Catholic Church in Australia. Social Science Press, Sydney.

Websites
<http://www.australiancatholics.com.au/>  (Australian Catholics Magazine – examples of people 

making a difference)
<http://www.cathtelecom.com/>  (Catholic News)
<http://www.acbc.catholic.org.au>  (Lay organisations)
<http://www.ncls.org.au>  (Research site)

Unit Evaluation
In evaluating the indicators of learning, the teacher could consider the following:

• To what extent did students value the heritage, contemporary experience and cultural diversity 
of Catholics in Australia?

• How well did students describe the development of the Catholic Church in Australia from its 
beginnings to the present?

• How effectively did students investigate and research the contributions that women and men 
have made to the Catholic Church in Australia?

• To what extent did students demonstrate achievement of standards?

• Are there standards that were not achieved?

• What changes (if any) would you make if you were teaching this unit again?




